A 4-decade-long (and still ongoing) hunt for palytoxins chemical architecture.
Since its isolation dated back to as far as 1971, palytoxin has all along drawn scientists' attention from across the world because of its high toxicity and fascinating chemical architecture. Commitment of the international scientific community to the study of this extremely potent non-proteic toxin has led to discover quite a number of palytoxin analogues. Once confined only to tropical and subtropical areas, palytoxins have recently spread also to more temperate regions, such as the Mediterranean Sea where they have caused severe human intoxications. Studies on the Mediterranean toxic outbreaks brought to light the existence of further palytoxin-like compounds, ovatoxins, never reported elsewhere in the world.